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DISCOURSE X,

ON THE POWER OF GOD.

Jos xxvi. 14.—Lo! these are parts of his ways: but how little a portion is heard-of
him{ but the thunder of his power who can understand ¢

BiLDAD had, in the foregoing chapter, entertained Job with a dis-
course of the dominion and power of God, and the purity of his
righteousness, whence he argues an impossibility of the justification
of man in his presence, who is no better than a worm. Job, in this
chapter, acknowledges the greatness of God’s power, and descants
more largely upon 1t than Bildad had done; but doth preface it with
a kind of ironical speech, as if he had not acted a friendly part, or
spake little to the purpose, or the matter in hand: the subject of
J}()>b’s discourse was the worldly happiness of the wicked, and the
calamities of the godly: and Bildad reads him a lecture, of the ex-
tent of God’s dominion, the number of his armics, and the unspotted
rectitude of his nature, in comparison of which the purest creatures
arc foul and crooked® Job, therefore, from ver. 1—4, taxeth him in
a kind of scoffing manner, that he had not touched the point, but
rambled from the subject in hand, and had not applied a salve pro-
per to this sore (ver. 2): “ How hast thou helped him that is without
power? how savest thou the arm of him that hath no strength ?” &c.;
your discourse is so impertinent, that it will neither strengthen a
weak person, nor instruct a simple one.r But since Bildad would
take up the argument of God’s power, and discourse so short of i,
Job would show that he wantedp not his instructions in that kind,
and that he had more distinct conceptions of it than his antagonist
kad uttered : and therefore from ver. 5 to the end of the chapter, he
doth magnificently treat of the power of God in several branches,
And (ver. 5) he begins with the lowest. * Dead things are formed
from under the waters, and the inhabitants thereof:” You read me
a lecture of the power of God in the heavenly host: indecd it is visi-
ble there, yet of a larger extent; and monuments of it are found in
the lower parts. What do you think of those dead things under the
carth and waters, of the corn that dies, and by the moistening influ-
ences of the clouds, springs up again with a numerous progeny and
increase for the nourishment of man? What do you think of those
varieties of metals and minerals conceived in the bowels of the earth ;
tiose pearls and riches in the depths of the waters, midwifed by this
power of God? Add to these those more prodigious creatures in the

* Munster.



6 CHARNOCK ON THE ATTRIBUTES.

sea, the inhabitants of the waters, with their vastness and variety,
which are all the births of God’s power; both in their first creation
by his mighty voice, and their propagation by his cherishing provi-
dence. Stop not here, but consider also that his power extends to
hell ; either the graves the repositories of all the crumbled dust that
hath yet been in the world (for so hell is sometimes taken in Scrip-
ture: ver. 6, ‘“Hell i3 naked before him, and destruction hath no
wovering.”) The several lodgings of deceased men are known to
him: no screen can obscure them from his sight, nor their dissolu-
t:on be any bar to his power, when the time is come to compact
those mouldered bodies to entertain again their departed souls, either
for weal or woe. The grave, or he?fa::he place of punishment, is
naked before him; as distinctly discerned by him, as a naked body
in all its lineaments by us, or a dissected body is in all its parts by a
skilful eye.

Destruction hath no covering; none can free himself from the
power of his hand. Every person in the bowels of hell ; every per-
gon punished there is known to him, and feels the power of his
wrath. From the lower parts of the world he ascends to the con-
gideration of the power of God in the creation of heaven and earth ;
‘ He stretches out the north over the empty places” (ver. 7). The
north, or the north pole, over the air, which, by the Greeks, was
called void or empty, because of the tenuity and thinness of that
clernent; and he mentions here the north, or north pole, for the
whole heaven, because it i8 more known and apparent than the
southern pole. ‘ And hangs the earth upon nothing:” the massy
and weighty earth hangs like a thick globe in the midst of a thin
air, that there is as much air on the one side of it, as on the other.
'The heavens have no prop to sustain them in their height, and the
earth hath no basis to support it in its place. The heavens are as if

ou saw a curtain stretched smooth in the air without any hand to
10ld it; and the earth is as if you saw a ball hanging in the air with-
out any solid body to under-prop it, or any line to hinder it from
falling ; both standing monuments of the omnipotence of God. He
then takes notice of his daily power in the clouds; “He binds up
the waters in his thick clouds, and the cloud is not rent under them”
(ver.8). He compacts the waters together in clouds, and keeps them
by his power in the air against the force of their natural gravity and
heaviness, till they are fit to flow down upon the carth, and perform
his pleasure in the places for which he designs them. ‘The cloud
i8 not rent under them ;” the thin air is not split asunder by the
weight of the waters contained in the cloud above it. He causes
them to distil by drops, and strains them, as it were, through a
thin lawn, for the refreshment of the earth; and suffers them not
to fall in the whole lump, with a violent torrent, to waste the
industry of man, and bring famine upon the world, by destroy-
ing the fruits of the earth. What a wonder it would be to see
but one entire drop of water hang itself but one inch above the
ground, unless it be a bubble which is preserved by the air cn-
closed within it! What a wonder would it be to sece a gallon
of water contained in a thin cobweb as strongly as in a vesscl
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of brass! Greater is the wonder of Divine power in those thin
bottles of heaven, as they are called (Job xxxviii. 87); and therefore
called his clouds here, as being daily instances of his omnipotence:
that the air should sustain those rolling vessels, as it should seem,
weightier than itself; that the force of this mass of waters should
not break so thin a prison, and hasten to its proper place, which is
below the air: that they should be daily conﬁneg against their
natural inclination, and held by so slight a chain ; that there should
bz such a gradual and successive falling of them, as if the air were
pierced with holes like a gardener’s watering-pot, and not fall in one
entire body to drown or (french some parts of the earth. These are
Lourly miracles of Divine power, as little regarded as clearly visible.
He proceeds (ver. 9), “ He holds back the face of his throne, and
spreads the clouds upon it.” The clouds are designed as curtains to
cover the heavens, as well as vessels to water the earth (Ps. cxlvii.
Sﬁ& As a tapestry curtain between thc heavens, the throne of God
(Isa. 1xvi. 1), and the earth his footstool : the heavens are called his
throne, because his power doth most shine forth there, and magnifi-
cently declare the glory of God; and the clouds are as a screen be-
tween the scorching heat of the sun, and the tender plants of the
earth, and the weak bodies of men. From hence he descends to the
sea, and considers the Divine power apparent in the bounding of it
(ver. 10); “ He hath compassed the waters with bounds, till the day
and night come to an end.” This is several times mentioned in
Scripture as a signal mark of Divine strength (Job xxxviii. 8; Prov.
viil, 27). He hath measured a place for the sea, and struck the lim-
its of it as with a compass, that it might not mount above the sur-
face of the land, and ruin the ends of the earth’s creation; and this,
while day and night have their mutual turns, till he shall make an
end of time by removing the measures of it. The bounds of the
tumultuous sea are, in many places, as weak as the bottles of the
upper waters; the one is contained in thin air, and the other re-
strained by weak sands, in many places, as well as by stubborn rocks
in others; that, though it swells, foams, roars, and the waves, en-
couraged and egged on by strong winds, come like mountains against
the shore; they overflow it not, but humble themselves when they
come near to those sands, which are set as their lists and limits, and
retire back to the womb that brought them forth, as if they were
ashamed and repented of their proud invasion: or else it may be
meant of the tides of the sea, a.ndp the stated time God hath set jt for its
ebbing and flowing, till night and day come to an end;* both that
the fluid waters should contain themselves within due bounds, and
keep their perpetually orderly motion, are amazing arguments of
Divine power. He passes on to the consideration of the commo-
tions in the air and earth, raised and stilled by the power of God;
‘“ The pillars of heaven tremble, and are astonished at his reproof”
By pillars of heaven arc not meant angels, as some think, but either
the air, called the pillars of heaven in regard of place, as it continues
and knits together the parts of the world, as pillars do the upper
and nether parts of a building: as the lowest parts of the earth are
* Coccei in loc.
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called the foundations of the earth, so the lowest parts of the
heaven may be called the pillars of heaven :t or else by that phrase
may be meant mountains, which segm, at a distance, to touch the
sky, as pillars do the top of a structure; and so it may be spoken,
according to vulgar capacity, which imagines the heavens to be sus-
tained by the two extreme parts of the earth, as a convex body, or
to be arched by pillars; whence the Scripture, according to common
apprehensions, mentions the ends of the earth, and the utmost partx
of the heavens, though they have properly no end, as being round.
The power of God is seen 1n those commotions in the air and earth,
by tﬁunders, lightnings, storms, earthquakes, which rack the air,
and make the mountains and hills tremble as servants before a frown-
ing and rebuking master. And as he makes motions in the earth
and air, so is his power seen in their influences upon the sea; * He
judges the sea with his power, and by his understanding he smites
through the proud” (ver. 12). At the creation he put the waters
into several channels, and caused the dry land to appear barefaced
for a habitation for man and beasts; or rather, he splits the sea by
storms, as though he would make the bottom of the deep visible,
and rakes up the sands to the surface of the waters, and marshals
the waves nto mountains and valleys. After that, ‘ he smites
through the proud,” that is, humbles the proud waves, and, by
allaying the storm, reduceth them to their former level: the power
of God is visible, as well in rebuking, as in awakening the winds;
he makes them sensible of his voice, and, according to his pleasure,
exasperates or calms them. The *striking through the proud”
here, is not, probably, meant of the destruction of the Egyptian
army, for some guess that Job died that year,» or about the time of
the Israelites coming out of Egypt; so that this discourse here,
being in the time of his affliction, could not point at that which was
done after his restoration to his temporal prosperity. And now, at
last, he sums up the power of God, in the chiefest of his works
above, and the greatest wonder of his works below (ver. 13); “By
his Spirit he hath garnished the heavens; his hand hath formed the
crooked serpent,” &c. The greater and lesser lights, sun, moon, and
stars, the ornaments and furniture of heaven ; and the whale, a pro-
digious monument of God’s power, often mentioned in Scripture to
this purpose, and, in particular, in this book of Job (ch. xli.); and
called by the same name of crooked serpent (Isa. xxvii. 1), where it
is applied, by way of metal?hor, to the king of Assyria or Egypt, or
all oppressors of the church. Various interpretations there are of
this crooked serpent: some understanding that constellation in
heaven which astronomers call the dragon ; some that combination
of weaker stars, which they call the galaxia, which winds about the
heavens: but it is most probable that Job, drawing near to a con-
clusion of his discourse, joins the two greatest testimonies of God'’s
power in the world, the highest heavens, and the lowest leviathan,
which is here called a bar serpent,x in regard of his strength and
hardness, as mighty men are called bars in Scripture (Jer. li. 30);
“ Her bars are broken things.” And in regard of this power of God
¢ Coocel. ® Drusius in loe. v As the word signifies in the Hebrew.
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in the creation of this creature, it is particularly mentioned in the
catalogue of God’s works (Gen. i. 21); “ And God created great
whales;” all the other creatures being put into one sum, and not
particularly expressed. And now he makes use of this lecture in
the text, “ Lo, these are parts of his ways; but how little a portion
is heard of him? but the thunder of his power who can understand ?"
This is but a small landscape of some of his works of power; the
outsides and extremities of it; more glorious things are within his
palaces : though those things argue a stupendous power of the Crea-
tor, in his works of creation anguprovidence, yet they are nothin
to what may be declared of his power. And what may be declaref
i3 nothing to what may be conceived ; and what may be conceived,
is nothing to what is above the conceptions of any creaturc. These
are but little crumbs and fragments of that Infinite Power, which
18, In his nature, like a drop in comparison of the mighty ocean; a
hiss or whisper in comparison of a mighty voice of thunder.y This,
which I have spoken,.1s but like a spark to the fiery region, a few
lines, by the by, a drop of speech. o

The thunder of his power. Some understand it of thunder literally,
for material thunder in the air: ¢ The thunder of his power,” that
is, according to the Hebrew dialect, ‘‘ his powerful thunder.” This
is not the sense; the nature of thunder in the air doth not so much
cxceed the capacity of human understanding ; it is, therefore, rather
to be understood metaphorically, “the thunder of his power,” that
is, the greatness and immensity of his power, manifested in the mag-
nificent miracles of nature, in the consideration whereof men are as-
tonished, as if they had heard an unusual clap of thunder. So
thunder is used (Job xxxix. 25), “ The thunder of the captains;”
that is, strength and force of the captains of an army : and (ver. 19),
God, speaking to Job of a horse, saith, ¢ Hast thou clothed his nec
with thunder ?” that is, strength : and thunder being a mark of the
power of God, some of the heathen have called God by the name
of a Thunderer.z As thunder pierceth the lowest places, and alters
the state of things, so doth the power of God penetrate into all things
whatsoever; the thunder of his power, that is, the greatness of his
power; as ‘“‘the strength of salvation” (Ps. xx, 6), that is, a mighty
salvation.

Who can understand? Who is able to count all the monuments
of his power? How doth this little, which I have spoken of, exceed
the capacity of our understanding, and is rather the matter of our
astonishment, than the object of our comprehensive knowlecdge.
The power of the greatest potentate, or the mightiest creature, is but
of small extent: none but have their limits; it may be understood
how far they can act, in what sphere their activity is bounded : but
when I have spoken all of Divine power that I can, when you have
thought all that you can think of it, your souls will prompt you to

¥ Oecolamp.

* The ancient Gauls worshipped him under the name of Taranis. The Greeks called
Jupiter Bpovraiog, and Thor; whence our Thursday is derived. signifieth Thunderer, a
title the Germans guve their God. And Toran, in the British language, signifies thun-
der. Voss. Idolo. lib. ii. cap. 33. Camb. Britan. p. 17.
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conceive something more beyond what I have spoken, and what you
have thought. His power shines in everything, and is beyond every-
thing. There is infinitely more power lodged in his nature, not ex-
pressed to the world. The understanding of men and angels, cen-
tred in one creature, would fall short of the perception of the
infiniteness of it. All that can be comprehended of it, are but little
fringes of it, a small portion. No man ever discoursed, or can, of
God's power, according to the magnificence of it. No creature can
conceive it; God himself only comprehends it; God himself is only
able to express it. Man’s power being limited, his line is too short
to measure the incomprehensible omnipotence of God. * The thun-
der of his power who can understand ?” that is, none can. The text
i8 a lofty declaration of the Divine power, with a particular note of
attention, Lo/ L In the expressions of it, in the works of creation
and providence, Lo, these are his ways; ways and works excellins
any created strength, referring to the little summary of them he ha
made before. II. In the insufficiency of these ways to measure his
power, But how Ulttle a portion 13 heard of hvm. 11I. In the incom-
rehensibleness of it, T'/e thunder of his power, who can understand ?
trine. Infinite and incomprehensible power pertains to the nature
of God, and is expressed, in part, in his works; or, though there be
& mighty expression of Divine power in his works, yet an incompre-
hensible power pertains to his nature. * The thunder of his power,
who can understand ?”

His power glitters in all his works, as well as his wisdom (Ps.
1xii. 11?: “ Twice have I heard this, that power belongs unto God.”
In the law and in the prophets, say some; but why power twice, and
not mercy, which he speags of in the following verse? he had heard
of power twice, from the voice of creation, and from the voice of
government. Mercy was heard in government after man’s fall, not
creation; innocent man was an object of God’s goodness, not of his
mercy, till he made himself miserable; power was expressed in both;
or, twice have I heard that power belongs to God, that is, it is a cer-
tain and undoubted truth, that power is essential to the Divine nature.
It is true, mercy is essential, justice is essential; but power more ap-
parently essential, because no acts of mercy, or justice, or wisdom,
can be exercised by him without power; the repetition of a thing
confirms the certainty of it. Some observe, that God is called Al-
-mighti seventy times in Scripture.2 Though his power be evident
in all his works, yet he hath a power beyond the expression of it in
his works, which, as it is the glory of his nature, so 1t is the comfort
of a believer. To which purpose the apostle expresseth it by an ex-
cellent paraphrasis for the honor of the Divine nature (Eph. iii. 20):
“Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all
that we can ask or think, unto him be glory in the churches.” We
have reason to acknowledge him Almighty, who hath a power of
acting above our power of understanding. Who could have imag-
ined such a powerful operation in the propagation of the gospel, an
the conversion of the Gentiles, which the apostle seems to hint at i1
that place? His power is expressed by “ horns in his hands” (IIub.

4 Lessius, de Perfect. Divin. hib. v. eap. 1.






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































