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“It is very certain that sincere and
happy conversation doubles our powers, t.ha,t
in the effort to unfold cur thought to a friend,
we make it clearer to our selves, and surround
it with illustrations that help and delight us.
It may happen that each hears from the
other a better wisdom than anyone else will
ever hear from either. Speech is power; speech
is to persuade, to convert, to compel. It is to
bring another out of his bad sense into your
good sense. You are to be a missionary, a
carrier of all that is good and noble" So we
can judge the value of our conversation by its
influence on others.

Let wus sum up in the words of Steven-
son : “The first duty of man is to speak; that
is his chief business in this world; and talk,
which is more harmonious speech of two or
move, is by far the most accessible of pleasure.
It costs nothing; it is all profit; it completes
our education; it founds and fosters our friend-

ships and it is by talk alone that we learn our
period and our selves"
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short word Will do, you always lose by using
a long one. You lose in clearness, you lose in

expression of your meaning; and in the esti-
mation of all men who are competent to judge,
you lose in reputation for ability"
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“To acquire self-confidence and to win
the confidence of your audience, it is nece-
ssary to develop a soft.voice, a modest counti-
nance and a simple manner of speaking.
This method is especially valuable in those
speeches in which one is trying to influence a
fair minded judge. Energetic oratory is not
always desirable : more favour is to be gained
by a gentle demeanour, a soft voice and a
simple style."

And a great psychologist has said, “There
are three stages in our mental development;
the first stage when we are simple through
ignorance; the second stage when we become
complex through the process of learning; and
the third stage when we becoms simple again
through knowledge."

“Men and women range themselves intfo
three classes or orders of intelligence. You can
tell the lowest class by their habit of taking
about nothing else but persons; the next by the
fact that their habit is always to talk about
things; the highest by their preference for the

discussion of ideas."
BUCKLE.
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Conversation is a mutual meeting of
minds says one writer, not a monologue but a
reciprocial exchange of ideas, conversation is a
give and take process.
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CONVERSATION

“Tt is good to rub and polish our brain
against that of others." -Montaigne.

“One of the best rules in conversation is
never to say a thing which any of the company

can reasonably wish had been left unsaid"
~Swift.

“Among well-bred people, a mutual defe-
rence is affected; contempt of others disgui-
sed;jauthority concealed; attention given to each
in his turn; and an easy stream of conversation
is maintained, without vehemence, without
interruption, without eagerness for victory, and
without any airs of superiority.” ~-Hume.

“To listen well, is as powerful a means
of influence as to talk well, and is as essential
to all true conversation."

“Know how to listen, and you will
profit even from those who talk badly."

-Plutarch.

“Great talent for conversation should
be accompanied with great politeness. He,
who eclipses others owes them great civilities;
and what ever mistaken vanity may tell us,
it is better to please in conversation than to
shine in it,
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The art of conversation consists as much
in listening politely, as in talking agreeably"
- Atwell.

“[ don’t like to talk much with people
who always agree with me. It is amusing to
coquette with an echo for a little while, but one
soon tires of it." --Carlyle.

“He who sedulously attends, pointedly
asks, calmly speaks, c¢oolly answers, and
ceases when he has no muse to say, is in possc-
ssion of some ofithe best requisites of conver-

sation." —Lavater.
“Never hold any one by the button, or

the hand, in order to be heard out; for if people
are unwilling to hear you, you had botter hold

your tongue than them." — Chestorfield. .
“Silence is one great art of conversation."
~Hazlitt,

“Conversation is an art in which a man
has all mankind for competitors." -—Em erson.
“The tone of good conversation is brilliant
and natural—it is meither tedious nor frivolous-
it is instructive without pedantry; gay,
without tumuliuousness; polished without.
affectation; gallant, without insipidity; waggish,
without equirocation. —Rousseau.

“Not only to say the right thing in the
right place, but far more difficult, to leave.
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unsaid the wrong thing at the tempting
momont". —=Sala.

“Tt 18 o socret known to but few, yet of no
small use in the conduct of life, that when you
fall into & man's conversation, the first thing
you should consider, is whether he has a grea-
ter inclination to hear you,or that you should
hear him" —Steele.

“Our companions please us less from the
charms we find in their conversation, than
from those they find in ours."

—Greville.

“There cannotbe a greater rudeness
than to interrupt another in the current of his

discourse." —Locke.
“The less men think, the more they talk."
-Montesquieu,

“He kept up with the current literature,
and distilled from it a polite essence, with
which he knew how to perfume his conver—
sation.” —William Dean Howells.

“Speak well of every one if you speak of
them at all-none of us are so very good."

—Elbert Hubbard.

“Be sincere. Be simplefin words, manners
and gestures. Amuse as well as instruct. If you
qQ RR



ke a man laugh, yon ec¢an make him
nd make him like and beliove you—*

— Alfred E. Smith

My observation is that, generally spea—
werty of speech is the out ward evi-
f poverty of mind" —Bruaco Barton.

‘Conversation is tho laboratory and wark
the student.

—Ralph Waldo Emersoun.

‘Take as mmany half minules ag you can
t never talk more than a half minute
t pausing and giving others on oppor-
to strikein." ~ —S wift,

“Conversation opens our views, and gives
ulties a more =v1gorous play; it puts us
surring our notions on every side and
hem up to a light that discovers those
flaws which would probably have lain
led in the gloom of unagitated abstrac—

—Mel moth.

‘The pith of conversation does not consist

ibiting your own superior knowledge on
ts of small importnce, but 'in enlarzing,

7ing, and correcting the information you
8, by the authority of others"
——Walter Scotbt.
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“Repose is as necessary in_conversation
as in a picture.” —Hazlitt.

“Clonversation shoud be pleasant without
scurrility, unity without'affectation, free with-
out indecency, learned without conceitedness,
novel without falsehood." —Shakespeare.

“One would think that ithe larger the
company is the greater variety of thoughts and
subjects would be started in discourse; but
instead of this, we find that conversation is
never so much straitened and cenfined as in
large assemblies." Addison,

“In company it is a vary great fault to
be more forward in setting of one's self, and
talking to show one's parts them to learn the
worth, and be truly acquainted with the
abilities of men.-He that makes it his busi-
ness not to know, but to be known, is like a
foolish tradesman, who makes all the haste he
can to sell off his old stock, but takes mno
thought of laying in any new." —Charron.

“Conversation warms the mind, enlivens
the imagination, and is continually starting
fresh game that is immediately pursued and
taken, which would never have occurred in
the, duller intercourse of epistolary correspon-
dence". ~Franklin



“To 'speak and to speak well are two:
things. A fool may talk, but a wise speaks."

—C. Simon.

“We cannot always oblige, but we can
always speak obligingly." —Voltain,

“A fool's heart _islin his tongue; but a
wise man's tongue is in his heart. —Quarles.






