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PREFACE

WaiLe writing these pages about Akbar, the author
has lept two pomnts i view—the airangement of
Jeading facts and the introduction of interesting
matter By the former aie meant a clear relation of
cause and effect, the state of India at_the time, and the
nfluence of Akbai m the countiy By the latter aie
meant details of minor historic 1mportance

If looked at fiom a puiely hustoric point of view,
.he book contans some matter that mght be cone-
mently discaided Although this matter 1s hustor-
cally true and 1s not of the imaginative chaiacter of the
novel or of fiotion, still 1t 15 not 1mportant enough
to be emphasized  But 1f looked at fiom the pont of

.view of a general 1eader, the same matter asserts 1ts
“unction of giving the zest of 1nterest to the essential
aistorical facts, and 1t 15 not haid for a judicious
roader to distingmsh b the 1 and the
non essential

In order to give a clear idea of the circumstances
of the time, to explain the subject-matter better, and
to avoid monotony 1n reading, a rather arbihary
arrangement has been adopted by the author, which,
be hopes, will not be 1epulsive to the 1eader

As the present book 1s 1ntended to appeal to both
the hustoric and the Literary taste, every cate has been
taken that the language used should be literary and
still simple

\

The author gratefully acknowledges help from
many well-hnown Enghsh books on Indian history and
from translations of Ain-1-Akbar1 and other original
historical books 1n Persian

Cranpra Mavrr Suxvr
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